
and native plants
Rain gardens

HOW DOES A RAIN GARDEN WORK?
A rain garden collects water from rooftops, sidewalks, 
driveways and patios. Its bowl shape holds and 
slowly absorbs water. Mulch, sand, soil, and long 
roots of native plants naturally �lter pollution 
from water.

Native plants also attract pollinators, 
keep soil from moving, and absorb excess 
nutrients. A healthy native prairie includes 
up to 250 di�erent plant species per acre. 

can you find these native plants?

Learn more at LaCrosseAreaWaters.org

Northern Hills Elementary sits upon the ancestral 

lands of the Hoocąk (Ho-Chunk) Nation, which 

has long appreciated water as the source of life. 

In the Hoocąk language “Nįįra wakącąkšąną” 

means "Water is sacred."

Illustration created by Brian Christensen, Northern Hills Elementary Art Instructor
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      PURPLE CONEFLOWER
Butter�ies, moths and a dozen species of 
native bees love Echinacea purpurea on a hot 
summer day. Seed heads attract gold�nches 
and other birds, and the plants are used for 
medicine and tea.

      BLACK EYED SUSAN
Easy to grow, Rudbeckia hirta 
attracts butter�ies, helpful insects, �nches 
and other birds. It blooms in its second 
year, then self-seeds. The dark �ower 
center head holds 250 to 500 individual 
�owers, which are like tiny cups of nectar.

      BUTTERFLY WEED
Asclepias tuberosa is a species of milkweed 
commonly called butter�y weed, because its 
brilliant color attracts butter�ies. Monarch 
butter�ies lay eggs only on milkweeds, 
because their young caterpillars eat only 
milkweed leaves before becoming a chrysalis, 
then a young butter�y.

      BIG BLUESTEM
Also known as Turkeyfoot (because it looks 
like the foot of a turkey) and known by 
farmers as ice cream for cows (because they 
love to eat it), Big Bluestem provides cover for 
at least 24 species of songbirds as well as 
nesting materials for native bees.

      GOLDENROD
Solidago is a vigorous plant that grows quickly 
where other plant cover is thin. The plants you 
see here planted themselves! They attract 
pollinators and bene�cial insects, and bloom 
in late summer and fall. About 25 species of 
native goldenrod grow in Wisconsin.


